Materials and Methods
Six halo orthoses of various constructions (Table I) were obtained from six manufacturers and were applied to normal volunteers. 
Results
The quality of the image of the cervical spine varied greatly according to the composition of the halo orthosis (Table  I) . These variations ranged from large areas of low signal intensity that obscured the entire cervical area to mild, wave-type artefacts covering non-essential regions of the image. The poorest image resulted from using a halo orthosis that was fabricated entirely from stainless-steel components (Fig. 1) . South Carolina(.
